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Counter -
ulture

Back support is so last season

By Henry Wong

Wheres the most glamerous place o cat in
Londan? r a hot mmute. & was The Dover,

Martin Kuczmarski's Mew Yorky horspee in
Mayfair, beoved by the fashion and celebeicy
set and anyone else looking for somewhere a lircle
showy bus also sexy, with good foed. But these

Thse
and — dure we sy it —
eablest Ol

1 always try to ‘listen’ v the beailding,”

fan. Oh. and

Koczak ralls cs about: chi apass,
longer and narmower than i neighbour, So
a countertop made sersse, and Kuczmarsk

whio was inspired by Los Angeles diners of
the 19508 — says thar he werked to x:hmJ(
all

e annaying parts you often associare wi

nwex dining’, such a3 uncomforeable searing
the tesced abour ¢ different stoals
on a cusom design

cating arcangemenns (the

whene berween a

nal coumter

he xay

meht), has creared a first-<las diung expericne,
It like casing in an Edvward Hopper painting,
bt less depressing,

London has not traditionally been a source

counters, urilike our European cousins.
re Roene's chic espressa pirstops, oF
Paris's abundance of high-tap bars where you
can arder Je plar e jour. Sx

there are & few

el ation
|u|; jastling ledge, Bar
Palomar's glamorows benchtop — bast
mighe fust be shifting, Alsa in Mayfair, theres
Grorgian rescaurant DrakkaCukka, as well
as Aman-Evropean Haw in Peckham. From
the high-top sears in both, you can see into the

s chis city — av Bar

b The

kitchen, lit's slightly higher pressare for the chefs,
of course, b it's refreshang to sec haw yous food
s being prepareel, And for cash-strapped diners,
there’s a semse that you'te paying For mare than
juss food. This 15 an expenience. It's theacre,
Fliowever, [ can't chink of anywhere berrer
for a dinner dare — eicher an anniversary or if

ess on 4 fiese — chan

ar east Lowdon's

You have ro boak

b the hoteest ticket in the ity

And, noe for noshing: the anghed mirree chac
hangs opposite the coanter has to be the most
flartering selfic opportunity in Landan. Rabise
tells me thar he used o visit the counter ar
Soba's Irandan restaurane Bereniak, where you
can sex into the kicchen and warch the acrion
“With our counter, we waneed
slightly different,” he says.
ceit of # & s

whilk you

o create somechi

ally creates a

POMTIANE EXKHTENES."

Hie's moc wrong, However much they can
imprave the dining expericnos, what counters
really do s elevare comversatian. You can coly do
it praperly in pairs, which means #'s a carch-up

with a close friend oc 2 very fun suitcr, There's
soeneching about noe having to mainexin direct
epe coneacr thar leads 1o 2 conspirarorial,

es canfesssonal comversation, Recenely,

two friends whe

staff if ey \'\MHuI At ehat cournter: they
o have a mament for chemaelves, “The vibe,
Rahice s ¥
simple and a litle revelacory at the same time,
*really does shift depending on where you sit.”
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